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The examination is being carried out on the following application documents: 

Description, Pages 

1-51 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-5 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/9-9/9 as originally filed 



The following document (D) is referred to in this communication; the numbering will be ad- 
hered to in the rest of the procedure: 

D1 = US-A-20030087690 

1 The application does not meet the requirements of Article 84 EPC, because claims 
1 -5 are not clear. 

Some of the features in the apparatus claims 1-5 (relating to the display and its 
controller) relate to a method of using the apparatus rather than clearly defining the 
apparatus in terms of its technical features. The intended limitations are therefore not 
clear from this claim, contrary to the requirements of Article 84 EPC. 

2 The present application does not meet the requirements of Article 52(1) EPC, 
because the subject-matter of claim 1 does not involve an inventive step in the sense 
of Article 56 EPC. 

Document D1, which is considered to represent the closest prior art discloses 
according to the features of claim 1 , a gaming machine (Title: "Gaming Machine ...") 
comprising: game result display means for displaying a result concerning with a game 
([0004]: "The video image may be interactive with the reels and include such graphics 
as payout values, a pay table, ... bonus game features"); beneficial state generating 
means for generating a beneficial state for a player when a specific game result is 
displayed on the game result display means ([0004]: "bonus game features" or 
[0016]: "the slot machine 10 is operable to play a basic slot game with the tree 
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mechanical spinning reels 12a, 12b, 12c and a bonus game triggered by a start ... 
bonus outcome in the basic game"); wherein the game result display means includes 
first display means ([0004]: "the reels") and second display means ([0004]: "The 
video image") arranged at a more front side than a display area of the first display 
means when seen from a front side of the gaming machine ([0013]: "a flat panel 
transmissive video display positioned in front of the reels.") and the second display 
means has a symbol display area capable of transmittably displaying a display result 
of the first display means there through ([0024]: "to permit clear viewing of the 
mechanical reels 12a, 12b, 12c underlying the video image 18, the portion of the 
video image 18 directly overlying the reels is made more transparent"), and wherein 
display control means is provided ([0026]: "Also, the micro controller 30 ... accesses 
the video resources to be included in the video image 18 provided by the video 
display 14a"), the display control means controlling the second display means so as 
to move and display game information from a first to a second area (Fig. 9a, 9b, 
[0023]: "in response to a predetermined random or non-random event, the video 
image 1 8 may depict an animation in which a video indicator 29 is moved from a 
periphery of the display area (e.g., a comer of the display area away from the 
mechanical reels) to one or more of the symbols on the reels."). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from that disclosed in D1 in that the first display 
area includes the symbol display area, and that the second area does not include the 
symbol display area. It is regarded as within the design option of the person skilled 
in the art to determine the start and end position of a moving game information. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 does therefore not involve an inventive step (Articles 
52(1) and 56 EPC). 

3 The additional features defined in dependent claims 2-5 do not add anything of 
inventive significance to the claim they are dependent on for the following reasons: 

3.1 The additional features of dependent claim 2 relate to the fact that the first display 
means has one or mor symbol display parts capable of variable display, which is 
disclosed in D1 (see Fig. 1, Ref. 12a, 12b, 12c) and that the game information is 
moved substantially at the same time as the variable display in the symbol display 
parts is stopped and displayed. It is regarded as within the design option of the 
person skilled in the art to define the timing of the movement of the game information. 
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3.2 The additional feature of dependent claim 3 relates to the fact that the light 
transmittance rate of the symbol display part is changed and is disclosed in D1 
([0024]: "The slot machine is preferably designed to adjust the appearance of the 
video image 18 in terms of transparency, translucency, or opacity depending on the 
purpose of the video image 18"). 

3.3 The additional features of dependent claim 4 relate to the fact that a window frame 
display area is formed at a periphery of the symbol display area, and that the display 
mode of the window frame display area is changed when the game information is 
displayed in the first area. This is only a design option for a screen design (see the 
frame around the touch keys in D1 , Fig., 9a, ref. 26, [0020]: "the video image may 
duplicate some or all of the aforementioned keys on the button panes as touch 
keys"). 

3.4 The additional features of claim 5 relates to the fact that the gaming machine further 
comprises: game start instruction means for instructing a start of the game ([0018]: 
"Spin Reels key") and internal winning combination determination means for 
determining an internal winning combination based on a game start instruction 
command from the game start instruction means ( [0018]: "the reels may be set in 
motion by touching a "Spin Reels" key on the button panel ... The central processing 
unit uses a random number generator to select a game outcome"); wherein the 
display control means conducts displaying concerning with a specific winning 
combination as the game information when the internal winning combination 
determination means determines the specific winning combination as the internal 
winning combination ([0022]: "The video image 18 may depict the bonus game and 
any bonuses resulting therefrom") and are disclosed in D1. 

4 It is not at present apparent which part of the application could serve as a basis for 
a new, allowable claim. Should the applicant nevertheless regard some particular 
matter as patentable, an independent claim should be filed taking account of Rule 
29(1) EPC. The applicant should also indicate in the letter of reply the difference of 
the subject-matter of the new claim vis-a-vis the state of the art and the significance 
thereof. 

4.1 Any independent claim should be drafted in the proper two-part "characterised" form 
recommended by Rule 29(1) EPC, having a preamble that correctly reflects the 
closest prior art, represented by document D1 . 
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4.2 
4.3 

4.4 
4.5 
4.6 

4.7 



All the claims should include reference signs in parentheses where features shown 
in the drawings are referred to (Rule 29(7) EPC). 

In order to meet the requirements of Rule 27(1 )(b) EPC the relevant prior art, i.e. the 
document D1 noted above, should be acknowledged by reference and briefly 
discussed in the introductory part of the description, in such a way that the inventive 
merit of what is claimed can be readily understood. 

The description should be adapted in accordance with the new claims to be Tiled 
(Rule 27(1 )(c) EPC). 

Special care should finally be taken to avoid giving rise to further objections by the 
inadvertent addition of subject-matter (Article 123(2) EPC) 

In this respect it is to be noted that the indication, in the letter of reply, of the parts of 
the originally filed application serving as basis for subject-matter newly introduced 
into the claims by the applicant would be useful since it would greatly facilitate the 
subsequent substantive examination of the claims with respect to Article 123(2) EPC. 

Finally, amendments to the application should be filed by way of replacement pages. 
If handwritten amendments are submitted, they should be clearly legible for the 
printer. 
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